
THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR 
 
 

2/26 – Num 16-17, Mark 6:33-56  3/2 – Num 28-29, Mark 9:1-29 
2/27 – Num 18-20, mark 7:1-13  3/3 – Num 30-31, Mark 9:30-50 
2/28 – Num 21-23, Mark 7:14-8:10  3/4 – Num 32-33, Mark 10:1-31 
3/1 – Num 24-27, Mark 8:11-38  3/5 – Num 34-36, Mark 10:32-52 

 
** Summaries/outlines from The Holy Bible, Contemporary English Version, ©1995 by the American Bible Society. 

 
 

NUMBERS 
 
 The book of Numbers continues the history of the people of Israel after they escaped from Egypt, and it tells what happened 
during the forty years when the Israelites lived in the desert on their journey from Mount Sinai to Canaan.  This book is named 
“Numbers” because it begins with Moses counting the Israelites to find out the number of people in each of Israel’s twelve tribes. 
 Numbers can be divided into three parts.  In the first part the Lord has Moses count the people, and then he gives Moses 
instructions for setting up Israel’s camp and for assigning the Levites their duties.  This part ends with everyone celebrating Passover 
and offering sacrifices to the Lord. 
 The second part includes events that happened while the Israelites were on their way to Moab, a nation living east of the Jordan 
River.  This was a very difficult journey through the desert, and the people often complained and even rebelled against Moses and 
against God.  The Israelites refused to enter Canaan after hearing about the nations that lived there, and so the Lord punished the 
Israelites by making them remain in the desert for forty years.  This part of Numbers ends with the people camped in Moab near Mount 
Pisgah. 
 The third part of the book begins with the Israelites conquering the land just east of the Jordan River, from the border with Moab in 
the south to Lake Galilee in the north.  Then the king of Moab hired the foreign prophet Balaam to curse the people of Israel.  But the 
Lord told Balaam to bless the Israelites, and Balaam obeyed. 
 The Israelites prepared to cross the Jordan River and conquer the land of Canaan, although some of the people decided to settle 
east of the Jordan River.  The Israelites were counted a second time, then the Lord appointed Joshua to be Israel’s next leader and 
chose other leaders to help Joshua divide the land among the tribes.  The book concludes with the Lord giving the Israelites more laws. 
 Numbers is about people who were rebellious and discouraged and who refused to believe that the Lord would take care of them.  
But the book also shows how the Lord protected them in war and gave them food and water in the barren desert.  The Lord wanted the 
Israelites to realize that he did not want them to be destroyed; he wanted to bless them. 
 
OUTLINE 
I. The People of Israel are Counted (1:1-4:49) 
II. Various Laws and the Dedication of the Levites (5:1-8:26) 
III. Passover is Celebrated and a Cloud Covers the Sacred Tent (9:1-23) 
IV. The People Begin Their Journey (10:1-36) 
V. The People Complain (11:1-35) 
VI. Miriam and Aaron are Jealous of Moses (12:1-16) 
VII. Twelve Men are Sent into Canaan (13:1-33) 
VIII. The People Rebel and are Punished (14:1-45) 
IX. Laws and Punishments (15:1-41) 
X. The People Rebel (16:1-17:13) 
XI. Priest and Levites (18:1-32) 
XII. Becoming Clean (19:1-22) 
XIII. On the Way to Moab (20:1-21:35) 
XIV. The Messages of Balaam (22:1-24:25) 
XV. The People are Unfaithful (25:1-18) 
XVI. The People of Israel are Counted a Second Time (26:1-65) 
XVII. The Daughters of Zelophehad are Given Land (27:1-11) 
XVIII. Joshua is Appointed Israel’s Leader (27:12-23) 
XIX. Various Laws and Sacrifices for Israel’s Festivals (28:1-30:16) 
XX. Israel Defeats Midian and Prepares to Cross the Jordan River (31:1-36:13) 
 
BIBLE BLURB (from @biblesummary) 
Num16: Korah, Dathan and Abiram rose against Moses and Aaron. Moses said, "The LORD will choose." The ground swallowed up 
those with Korah. 



Num17: The LORD told Moses to bring a staff from each tribal leader to the Tent of Meeting to stop the grumbling. Aaron's staff 
blossomed. 
Num18: The LORD told Aaron: "I have given you the Levites to work at the Tent of Meeting. Everything that is devoted to the LORD is 
yours." 
Num19: Burn a heifer outside the camp for the water of cleansing. Anyone who is unclean and does not cleanse themselves shall be 
cut off. 
Num20: The LORD told Moses to speak to a rock to produce water but he struck the rock. Edom refused Israel passage. Aaron died at 
Mount Hor. 
Num21: The people grumbled so the LORD sent snakes. Moses made a bronze snake and whoever looked at it lived. Israel defeated 
the Amorites. 
Num22: Balak sent for Balaam to curse Israel. Balaam's donkey warned him. The Angel of the LORD said, "Go, but speak only what I 
tell you." 
Num23: The LORD gave Balaam a word: "How can I curse whom God has not cursed?" Then at another place: "The LORD their God is 
with Israel." 
Num24: Balaam gave a word: "How lovely are your tents, O Jacob." Balak was angry. Balaam said: "A star and a sceptre shall rise in 
Israel." 
Num25: The people were unfaithful with Moabite women and worshipped their gods. Phinehas killed one couple and the LORD 
commended his zeal. 
Num26: The LORD told Moses and Eleazar to take a census. There were 601,730 fighting men and 23,000 Levites. Only Joshua and 
Caleb remained. 
Num27: The daughters of Zelophehad were given an inheritance. The LORD told Moses that he was to die. Moses commissioned 
Joshua as leader. 
Num28: Bring offerings each morning and evening, on the Sabbath and on the first of the month. Celebrate Passover and the Feast of 
Weeks. 
Num29: In the seventh month on first day sound the trumpets; on the tenth day make atonement; on the fifteenth day celebrate for 
seven days. 
Num30: When a man makes a vow he must not break his word. When a woman makes a vow it shall stand unless her father or 
husband forbids it. 
Num31: The LORD told Moses to take vengeance on the Midianites. The Israelites killed the men, burned their cities and divided the 
spoils. 
Num32: Reuben and Gad asked to settle in Gilead. Moses agreed if they helped to conquer the land, so Reuben, Gad and Manasseh 
built cities. 
Num33: The Israelites journeyed from Egypt. In the fortieth year Aaron died. They camped by the Jordan and the LORD said, "Take the 
land." 
Num34: Your borders in Canaan shall be Edom, the Great Sea, Mount Hor and the Jordan. Eleazar and Joshua shall divide the land 
among you. 
Num35: You shall give cities to the Levites. Appoint cites of refuge for anyone who has killed accidently. A murderer shall be put to 
death. 
Num36: The clan of Gilead asked about Zelophehad's daughters. Moses said, "Daughters who inherit land must marry within their own 
tribe." 
 
 

MARK 
 
 This is the shortest of the four New Testament books that tell about the life and teaching of Jesus, but it is also the most action-
packed.  From the very beginning of his ministry, Jesus worked mighty wonders.  After choosing four followers, he immediately 
performed many miracles of healing.  Among those healed were a man with an evil spirit in him, Simon’s mother-in-law, crowds of sick 
people, and a man with leprosy.  Over and over Mark tells how Jesus healed people, but always in such a way as to show that he did 
these miracles by the power of God. 
 The religious leaders refused to accept Jesus.  This led to conflicts that finally made them start looking for a way to kill him.  But 
the demons saw the power of Jesus, and they knew that he was the Son of God, although Jesus would not let them tell anyone. 
 This book is full of miracles that amazed the crowds and Jesus’ followers.  But, according to Mark, the most powerful miracle of 
Jesus is his suffering and death.  The first person to understand this miracle was the Roman soldier who saw Jesus die on the cross 
and said, “This man really was the Son of God!” 
 This Gospel is widely thought to be the first one written.  The many explanations of Aramaic words and Jewish customs in Mark 
suggest that Mark wrote to Gentile or non-Jewish Christians.  He wants to tell about Jesus and to encourage readers to believe in the 
power of Jesus to rescue them from sickness, demons, and death.  He also wants to remind them that the new life of faith is not an 
easy life, and that they must follow Jesus by serving others and being ready to suffer as he did. 



 The first followers of Jesus to discover the empty tomb were three women, and the angel told them: “Don’t be alarmed!  You are 
looking for Jesus from Nazareth, who was nailed to a cross.  God has raised him to life, and he isn’t here.” 
 
OUTLINE 
I. The Message of John the Baptist (1:1-8) 
II. The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus (1:9-13) 
III. Jesus in Galilee (1:14-9:50) 
IV. Jesus Goes from Galilee to Jerusalem (10:1-52) 
V. Jesus’ Last Week: His Trial and Death (11:1-15:47) 
VI. Jesus is Alive (16:1-8) 
VII. Jesus Appears to His Followers (16:9-20) 
 
BIBLE BLURB (from @biblesummary) 
Mk6: He sent the twelve out to preach. Herod executed John the Baptist. Jesus fed 5,000 men. He came to the disciples walking on the 
sea. 
Mk7: The Pharisees questioned Jesus about tradition. He said, "Evil comes from within." He delivered a Gentile girl and healed a deaf 
man. 
Mk8: Jesus fed 4,000 people and healed a blind man. Peter said, "You are the Christ." Jesus told them that he must be killed and rise 
again. 
Mk9: Jesus took Peter, James and John and was transfigured. He healed an epileptic. The disciples argued about which of them was 
greatest. 
Mk10: Jesus was questioned about divorce. He told a rich man to sell everything. He said, "The first must be last." He healed 
Bartimaeus. 
 
 
Getting to Know God Through His Book - 4 Questions - Ask... 
Insight—what does the passage say?  Paraphrase the main point(s) and the commands to follow, promises to claim, examples to 
follow (or avoid), etc.  
Question—what don’t I understand? Need to know more about?  How does this passage make me feel? 
Praise—what does this passage teach me about God?  Turn what the passage says into praise for the Lord’s goodness, power, 
holiness, wisdom, etc. 
Apply—what is God saying to me from this passage? Confess how you have not followed it.  Pray, asking God to help you obey.  Get 
quiet and ask God to speak to you. 
 
 
Journal—write out your prayers, thoughts, responses to God and His Word 

 
 

HOW TO PRAY 
Scripture is God speaking to us.  Prayer is us speaking to and listening to God.  Jesus gave us the model in the Lord’s Prayer (Mt 6).  
Keep your relationship fresh with the Lord by both reading and praying- two way communication.   
1. Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name – focus on God, adore, praise, thank Him – long to see His glory and honor. 
2. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done – ask for what you know will please Him, pray back the Scripture – that is His will. 
3. Give us this day our daily bread – ask for your needs and others to be met. 
4. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us – ask for forgiveness, from God, and from others you may 

have hurt.  Ask God to help you forgive and restore others too.  Ask Him to get rid of bitterness and have love & compassion for 
those who have hurt you. 

5. And lead us not into temptation – ask God to take over your day, protect you and others from evil. 
6. For thine is the kingdom, power & glory – end by re-focusing on God, His kingdom, power, and glory! 
7. Listen – ask God to speak to you by His Spirit – always test what you hear by His Word. 
8. Pray the Blind Bartimaeus Prayer (Mark 10) – Tell God what you feel, what you want, and ask God what you should do to get what 

you want (if what you want is right). 
 


